This Isn’t a Drill: Working Through
Real-Life Legal and Business Challenges
2012 BUSINESS LITIGATION PRACTICE GROUP SEMINAR
Hosted by ALFA International’s
BUSINESS LITIGATION PRACTICE GROUP
September 13-14, 2012 – The Four Seasons Hotel
Chicago, Illinois
www.alfainternational.com

This Isn’t a Drill:
Working Through Real-Life Legal and
Business Challenges

2012 BUSINESS LITIGATION PRACTICE GROUP SEMINAR
September 13-14, 2012 | The Four Seasons Hotel, Chicago, IL

T

he member firms of ALFA International invite you to please join us at the
beautiful Four Seasons Hotel in Chicago for the ALFA International Business
Litigation Practice Group Seminar. We are very excited about this unique

seminar which will differ from most other ALFA seminars in that it will focus on
jointly developing solutions to “real-life” legal and business problems. At the

All About Chicago

start of each half-day session, the ALFA Business Litigation Practice Group will
present a hypothetical business problem, and the clients and ALFA lawyers

Located on the shores of Lake

in attendance will consider the problem and brainstorm appropriate solutions

Michigan, Chicago has emerged from

during a series of structured round-table discussions, which will be moderated

its humble beginnings as a trade

by table leaders who will be responsible to keep the discussion lively and

outpost and military base into an

productive. There will be two different rounds for each hypothetical so that the

international hub for finance, industry,

clients and lawyers will have an opportunity to participate in the discussion of

telecommunications and infrastructure.

two separate topics. On Thursday afternoon, the group will focus on a crisis

This bustling Midwestern metropolis
offers world renowned architecture,
dozens of theaters and music venues,
professional sports teams, and a variety
of sight-seeing destinations including
Millennium Park and Navy Pier. The
Four Seasons Chicago is located
just steps from the ‘Magnificent Mile’
and North Michigan Avenue’s finest
shopping – and minutes from Chicago’s
business and financial centers. The
unrivaled guest-room views of Lake
Michigan and the city skyline will leave
a lasting impression of the “Second
City” long after your visit.

situation, and the objective of the round-tables on Thursday will be to develop
best practices, check-lists and approaches for managing the crisis. On Friday
morning, the group will discuss development of a National/Regional Model for
Managing Litigation through the ALFA network, and will include coordination
of litigation among multiple firms, rate and billing issues, and sharing of work
product and use of single vendors. At the conclusion of the round tables on
both days, each table leader will report the findings to the group. Following the
conclusion of the program, the round table leaders will then prepare a White
Paper describing the conclusions and solutions which will be circulated to
the clients and lawyers who participated in the program. The ALFA Business
Litigation Practice Group sees this program as a unique opportunity to focus
on real-world legal and business issues in an interactive setting, and will allow
ALFA clients to interact with their colleagues while at the same time receiving the
benefit of analysis by outside counsel. Again, we hope to see you in Chicago for
the 2012 ALFA Business Litigation Practice Group Seminar!
Stanley E. Siegel
Program Chair, Business Litigation Practice Group
NILAN JOHNSON LEWIS PA
Minneapolis, Minnesota

www.alfainternational.com

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

REGISTRATION & LUNCH
12 : 3 0 p . m . – 1: 4 5 p . m . | G r a n d B a l l r o o m C

WELCOMING REMARKS & PROGRAM INTRODUCTION
1: 4 5 p . m . – 2 : 0 0 p . m . |
Grand Ballroom A & B

THINK TANK

Michael J. Murphy

Chair, ALFA International
Board of Directors
CARTER, CONBOY, CASE,
BLACKMORE, MALONEY
& LAIRD, P.C.
Albany, New York

William Ireland

Chair, Business Litigation
Practice Group
HAIGHT BROWN &
BONESTEEL LLP
Los Angeles, California

Stanley E. Siegel

Program Chair, Business
Litigation Practice Group
NILAN JOHNSON LEWIS PA
Minneapolis, Minnesota

CRISIS MANAGEMENT

2:0 0 p.m. – 5:0 0 p.m. | Grand Ballroom A & B
You are the General Counsel for a publicly traded company in the
process of developing a new product that will have a dramatic
impact in the industry. Although the company’s disclosures about
the product have created a “buzz” on the street, the product
development process is behind schedule and an outside research
group is questioning whether the product will ever be ready
for market, two facts which the CEO and CFO have kept from
the public. To make matters worse, they became romantically
involved with each other and decided to engage in a clandestine
plan to inflate the company’s reported earnings in an attempt
to maintain its stock price. When the romance went south, the
CFO leaked the story to the press. The company’s stock is now
dropping precipitously, the FBI and Justice Department are
snooping around, and 26 state attorney generals are pounding
on the company’s door. It is Tuesday afternoon and a reporter
from The Wall Street Journal is on the phone seeking your
comment on the story that will run in two days. What will you do?
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R o u n d Ta b l e R e p o r t

WOMEN’S INITIATIVE

PANEL CHAIR

Shawn Kachmar
HUNTER MACLEAN EXLEY & DUNN, P.C.
Savannah, Georgia

TABLE MODERATORS

Matthew J. Boettcher

David Morrison

PLUNKETT COONEY
Detroit, Michigan

COSGRAVE VERGEER
KESTER LLP
Portland, Oregon

Scott Casey
UPS AIR GROUP
Louisville, Kentucky

Michael J. Catalfimo
CARTER, CONBOY, CASE,
BLACKMORE, MALONEY
& LAIRD, P.C.
Albany, New York

SILLS CUMMIS & GROSS P.C.
Newark, New Jersey /
New York, New York

William F. Savino
DAMON MOREY LLP
Buffalo, New York

Richard H. Greener

Mark S. Scudder

GREENER BURKE
SHOEMAKER PA
Boise, Idaho

STRASBURGER & PRICE, LLP
Dallas, Texas

COCKTAIL RECEPTION

5 :15 p . m . – 6 : 0 0 p . m . | T h e C a f e
Women attendees are invited to arrive for dinner a bit early in
order to make connections with their female counterparts at this
special cocktail reception. Please join attending women ALFA
International attorneys and corporate counsel for a meet-andgreet before the dinner buffet begins.

Jeffrey H. Newman

Teresa “Terri” Kimker

Women’s Initiative Practice
Group Liaison
NILAN JOHNSON LEWIS PA
Minneapolis, Minnesota

DINNER BUFFET
6:0 0 p.m. – 9:0 0 p.m. |
S e a s o n’s B a l l r o o m
Catch up with your colleagues
over cocktails and a dinner
buffet in the beautiful
Season’s Ballroom at the
Four Seasons.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2012

BREAKFAST BUFFET
7: 3 0 a . m . – 8 : 3 0 a . m . | G r a n d B a l l r o o m C

THINK TANK

 EVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL/REGIONAL
D
MODEL FOR MANAGING LITIGATION

8 : 3 0 a . m . – 11: 3 0 a . m . | G r a n d B a l l r o o m A & B
You work in the Office of the General Counsel for a public
company which has been growing rapidly both in terms of
revenues and additional offices nationwide. The company has
long-standing relationships with law firms for its corporate,
securities, and tax work. Like the growth of the company itself,
the company’s legal bills also have been growing rapidly as a
result of an upsurge in litigation around the country. In the past,
the Office of General Counsel has retained the best local firms
it could find wherever litigation was filed. However, many of
the firms had a steep learning curve regarding the company’s
business operations and the specific legal issues facing the
company, and the legal bills reflect that learning curve. The Board
of Directors has instructed the Office of the General Counsel
to reduce the amount of money the company is spending on
lawyers, particularly for litigation. In turn, you have been asked to
asked to draft a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) to send to a select
number of law firms which includes all the criteria necessary
to select the right firms, as well as a plan for the company to
work closely with the chosen firms to effectively manage the
company’s litigation and reduce costs. Likewise, you have been
asked to prepare a memorandum regarding how the company
should most effectively and appropriately work with the selected
firms to achieve the Board’s directive. The draft RFP and plan
must be delivered to the General Counsel in one week. Where do
you start, and what issues are likely to be of primary concern to
you in preparing the draft RFP and the plan?
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Orlando, Florida

TABLE MODERATORS

C. Michael Ellingburg

George Royster

DANIEL COKER HORTON
& BELL, P.A.
Jackson, Mississippi

HALLORAN & SAGE LLP
Hartford, Connecticut

S. Keith Hutto

COSGRAVE VERGEER
KESTER LLP
Portland, Oregon

NELSON MULLINS RILEY
& SCARBOROUGH LLP
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John H. Newcomer, Jr.
MORRIS JAMES LLP
Wilmington, Delaware

Robert E. Sabido

Karen Tidwall
WHYTE HIRSCHBOECK
DUDEK S.C.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

M. Neal Rains
FRANTZ WARD LLP
Cleveland, Ohio

CONCLUDING REMARKS
11: 3 0 a . m . – 11: 4 5 a . m . | G r a n d B a l l r o o m A & B

LUNCH BUFFET
11: 4 5 a . m . – 12 : 4 5 p . m . | G r a n d B a l l r o o m C

OPTIONAL AFTERNOON ARCHITECTURE RIVER CRUISE AND DINNER
( S e e I n s e r t ) Advanced registration is required.

WHAT IS ALFA INTERNATIONAL?
ALFA International is a network of independent law firms. ALFA International’s membership is comprised of 145 international
law firms (85 U.S. based firms, 60 non-U.S. based firms) employing over 9,000 lawyers and 10,000 other legal professionals.
Member firms are located in nearly every U.S. state as well as in Canada, Mexico, Europe, Latin America, South America, Africa,
Southeast Asia, Australia and the Pacific Rim. ALFA International’s basic objective, accomplished through its member firms and
their activities, is to improve the quality and efficiency of legal services and to provide those services to clients within a reasonable
and value oriented cost formula across jurisdictions around the world.

FACULTY BIOS
MATTHEW J. BOETTCHER joined

Plunkett Cooney in 2000 as a shareholder.
Mr. Boettcher is the chair of Plunkett
Cooney’s commercial litigation practice
group. He is AV rated and Preeminent
Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell,
and concentrates his practice in the areas
of commercial and banking litigation
with specialization in real property and
contract disputes. In 1984, Mr. Boettcher
received his undergraduate degree in
Accounting, cum laude, from the University
of Detroit. He graduated, cum laude, from
the University of Detroit School of Law in
1987 where he was the Executive Editor
of the Law Review. Prior to practicing law,
Mr. Boettcher clerked for the Honorable
Patricia J. Boyle of the Michigan Supreme
Court. Mr. Boettcher is admitted to practice
in Michigan, Ohio and Illinois, as well
as before various United States District
Courts, the United States Court of Appeals
of the Sixth Circuit and the United States
Supreme Court. Mr. Boettcher also serves
as the Vice President of the Clarenceville
Board of Education.

DARRYL M. BLOODWORTH is the

senior litigation attorney and former
president of the Dean Mead law firm in
Orlando, Florida. He practices in the areas
of business and commercial litigation,
legal malpractice defense, probate and
fiduciary litigation. He has tried commercial
and business lawsuits in state and federal
courts throughout Florida and elsewhere.
Mr. Bloodworth is a graduate of the
United States Air Force Academy and the
University of Florida Levin Law School. He
is board certified in civil trial law by The
Florida Bar. He is a former president of the
Central Florida Chapter of the American
Board of Trial Advocates and is a Fellow in
the American College of Trial Lawyers. He
is also a former president of the Orange
County (Florida) Bar Association and a past
president of The Florida Bar Foundation.
He served on the Board of Governors of
The Florida Bar, and has chaired several
committees of The Florida Bar.

SCOTT CASEY leads the UPS Air Group
Legal and Public Affairs Department. In
his role, he is responsible for managing
all legal matters and building strong,
cooperative government partnerships for
the airline. Casey began his legal career

practicing law with two law firms in Atlanta.
In 1999, he joined the UPS Corporate Legal
Department. In 2004, Casey relocated to
Louisville to serve as vice president of the
UPS Air Group Legal Department. In 2010,
he assumed additional responsibility for
the Public Affairs Department. A native
of Columbus, Ohio, Casey received his
bachelor’s degree in political science,
with honors, from Miami University. He
received his law degree, with honors, from
Washington and Lee University School of
Law. Casey works with a number of aviation
associations and commercial trade groups,
including the U.S. Air Transport Association
and the U.S. Cargo Airline Association.
He serves on the board of directors for
the Jefferson County Public Education
Foundation, the Kentucky Chamber
of Commerce, Leadership Louisville,
Bluegrass Economic Advancement
Movement, and the World Affairs Council
of Kentucky and Southern Indiana.

MICHAEL J. CATALFIMO is a

shareholder and Managing Director in
the Albany, New York law firm of Carter,
Conboy, Case, Blackmore, Maloney &
Laird, P.C., where he concentrates his
practice in the fields of creditors’ rights,
business and property law and litigation
and general civil litigation. Mr. Catalfimo
earned his J.D. degree, magna cum
laude, from Boston College Law School in
1985 and his B.A. degree, with all college
honors, in government from Skidmore
College in 1982. Mr. Catalfimo is active
in numerous professional associations,
including the American and New York
State Bar Associations, the New York
State Trial Lawyers Association, and the
American Bankruptcy Institute. He sits on
the Board of Directors of the American
Legal and Financial Network and the
Steering Committee of ALFA’s Business
Litigation Practice Group, and is a pastpresident of both the Washington County
Bar Association and the Federation of Bar
Associations of the Fourth Judicial District.
Mr. Catalfimo is a member of the arbitration
and mediation panels of the U.S. District
Court, Northern District of New York, and a
former adjunct professor of business law at
Skidmore College. He is a frequent speaker
on creditors’ rights topics.

C. MICHAEL ELLINGBURG has been

engaged in the practice of business and
commercial litigation since his employment
at Jackson, Mississippi ALFA law firm
of Daniel Coker Horton & Bell, P.A. in
May, 1976. Mike is AV rated in Martindale
Hubbell, has been listed in Best Lawyers
In America in Commercial Litigation for
over ten consecutive years, and is listed in
Who’s Who In American Law. His practice
is focused on the resolution of complex
cases covering a broad range of disputes,
including cases arising from business
interruption losses, financial and banking
transactions, industrial and commercial
construction, manufacturer/distributor
relationships, securities transactions and
shareholder and partnership disputes.
Mike has tried or arbitrated many disputes
to a conclusion, including those arising
from business interruption, industrial
machinery failures, commercial construction
changes and defects, investment advisor
negligence, and business entity ownership
and liquidation. He has also participated
in the mediation and resolution of many
multi-party disputes and was appointed by
the trial judge as special master in over one
hundred and thirty residential construction
defect cases. His mediation experience has
primarily been as an advocate in complex
multi-party cases. One mediation involved
six consolidated high rise condominium
construction defect cases which involved
design, construction, products and
insurance issues. Mike graduated from
Millsaps College in 1973 and from the
University of Mississippi School of Law in
1976. While in law school he served on the
law journal. He is licensed to practice law in
the states of Mississippi and Alabama, and
he is admitted to practice in the state and
federal courts. He has also been admitted
to the United States Court of Appeals for
the Fifth Circuit and to the United States
Supreme Court.

RICHARD H. GREENER is one of

the founding partners of Greener Burke
Shoemaker P.A., one of two Idaho law
firms affiliated with ALFA International.
His practice covers a broad spectrum of
commercial litigation, including construction
law, employment law, and environmental
and securities litigation, for individual and
corporate clients that are national, regional
and local to Idaho. He is a graduate of the
University of Washington and the University

of Idaho College of Law. He is an active
member of the Idaho and Washington State
Bar Associations and is licensed to practice
in all courts in the states of Idaho and
Washington. He is also admitted to practice
in the United States Court of Appeals
for the Third, Fifth and Ninth Circuits, the
United States Court of Claims and the
United States Supreme Court. He has tried
cases throughout Idaho, as well as in other
jurisdictions. He is AV-rated in Martindale
Hubbell; is a member of the American
Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA); and is
a fellow in the American College of Trial
Lawyers (ACTL). He has been recognized
as one of the “Best Lawyers in America”
annually since 1995.

S. KEITH HUTTO is a partner of Nelson

Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP, the ALFA
firm in Columbia, South Carolina. Mr. Hutto
practices in the areas of complex business
litigation, class actions, franchise and
distribution litigation, and financial matters.
He currently chairs the firm’s Franchise
and Product Distribution Litigation
Group, a team of lawyers dedicated to
the management and trial of complex
business disputes for numerous local,
regional and national clients. Mr. Hutto is
a member of the American Board of Trial
Advocates and is listed in The Best Lawyers
in America (2003-2008 editions). He is a
past Chairman of the Commercial Litigation
Committee of the Defense Research
Institute (DRI), and currently a member
of the Steering and Strategic Planning
Committees of ALFA’s Business Litigation
Group. Mr. Hutto is a frequent lecturer
on business litigation topics for many
nationwide defense organizations.

WILLIAM E. IRELAND is a Partner in

Haight, Brown & Bonesteel’s Los Angeles
office and group leader of the Business
Solutions practice group. He is the chair of
the ALFA International Business Litigation
Practice Group. His practice focuses
on intellectual property, real property,
environmental litigation and related business
torts. He has extensive experience in
handling matters at all phases of dispute
resolution from negotiation, counseling,
alternative dispute resolution to trial. Mr.
Ireland represents clients on matters
involving real property issues, commercial
transactions, trade secret disputes, and
applying equitable remedies, injunctions
and temporary restraining orders.

Representative clients include real property
developers, public entities, property
managers, financial services companies,
and importers. Mr. Ireland has represented
a lead defendant in a 900+ plaintiff mass
tort case, provided commercial litigation,
employment and intellectual property
services for a creative marketing and
merchandise solutions company, and
defended companies against alleged
violations of the California Unfair Business
Practices Act (Business & Professions
Code § 17200).

SHAWN A. KACHMAR is a partner at

Hunter Maclean in Savannah, Georgia,
where he practices in the areas of
Employment Law and Business Litigation.
He routinely represents business of all
sizes in state and federal courts in Georgia
and South Carolina and before federal
and state administrative agencies. He
has extensive experience with multi-party
litigation and class and collective actions,
as well as alternative dispute resolution. He
is a registered arbitrator with the State of
Georgia. Mr. Kachmar has been selected as
a Georgia Rising Star in litigation by Law &
Politics and Atlanta Magazine, was named
one of Savannah’s “40 Under 40” by the
Savannah Business Report & Journal, is
AV rated and listed in Chambers, and has
received numerous awards for his work
in the community. He received his B.S.,
with high distinction, from Penn State and
his J.D., with distinction, from Emory Law
School. Mr. Kachmar served as law clerk
for Justice Hugh P. Thompson, Georgia
Supreme Court while in law school, and
Judge Ira DeMent, Middle District of
Alabama following law school. He also
serves on the Savannah-Chatham County
Public School Board.

TERESA J. “TERRI” KIMKER is a

shareholder with the ALFA International
firm of Nilan Johnson Lewis P.A., in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. She has a broadranging business litigation and trial practice,
representing large and small clients in a
variety of industries, including financial
services, energy, telecommunications,
and healthcare. Her experience also
includes representing banks, insurance
companies, and brokerage firms in fiduciary
and securities and civil fraud litigation.
Terri has successfully tried numerous
cases in state and federal courts and
before arbitration panels. Ms. Kimker is a

member of the steering committee of the
Business Litigation Practice Group of ALFA
International, and she is the Chair of Nilan
Johnson Lewis’s Commercial Litigation
Practice Group. She has taught Pretrial
Skills at the University of Minnesota Law
School as an Adjunct Professor. Ms. Kimker
received her B.A. and J.D. degrees from the
University of Minnesota.

PATRICK MICHAEL is a partner in the

Louisville, Kentucky ALFA International firm
of Dinsmore & Shohl. He is a trial lawyer
whose practice is concentrated in the
area of commercial and general litigation
including contract and business disputes,
non-competition agreements, and litigation
involving the Uniform Commercial Code.
He is also represents professionals in
malpractice actions, including accountants
and other miscellaneous professionals.
He has recently conducted a number
of seminars concerning e-discovery,
document retention programs, and identity
theft. Patrick was awarded a B.F.A. in
acting and an M.F.A. in directing from
the University of Illinois, an M.B.A. from
Bellarmine University, and a Juris Doctor
from the University of Louisville. He has
attended a number of National Institute of
Trial Advocacy programs and is a certified
NITA instructor. Patrick is chair emeritus
of ALFA International’s Business Litigation
Practice Group.

DAVID MORRISON is a partner in

the Cosgrave Vergeer Kester law firm in
Portland, Oregon. Mr Morrison has tried
over 100 civil jury trials in state and federal
court focusing on business litigation and
the defense of two Class 1 railroads.
He is a former regional vice president of
the National Association of Railroad Trial
Counsel. Mr Morrison is listed in Best
Lawyers in America in 3 categories, is a
member of the American Board of Trial
Advocates, a fellow of the Litigation Counsel
of America and is recognized as a “Super
Lawyer” in business litigation.

MICHAEL J. MURPHY is a partner of

the Albany, New York ALFA International
firm of Carter, Conboy. Mr. Murphy is a
trial attorney handling complex litigation
with an emphasis on employment law. He
maintains an active trial practice in state
and federal courts as well as before the
EEOC and the New York State Division
for Human Rights. He is regularly retained

by leaders in business, government and
the professions to represent their interests
in sensitive, high profile litigation and
investigations. Mr. Murphy is currently Chair
of ALFA International and Past President of
the Northern District of New York Federal
Court Bar Association. He is a graduate of
the State University of New York at Oswego
and Albany Law School.

JOHN H. NEWCOMER, JR. is a partner

in Morris James LLP, the ALFA firm in
Wilmington, Delaware. John practices in
the areas of business litigation and real
estate. His litigation practice involves a wide
range of business, contract, commercial,
and real property disputes. His experience
includes cases dealing with breach of
fiduciary duties, non-compete agreements,
employment and tenure disputes,
estate litigation, land purchase and sale
agreements, and construction defects. He
is frequently called upon to assist clients
of other members in the firm when they
become involved in complex disputes
involving real estate or other commercial
transactions. John is a certified mediator of
the Delaware Superior Court, which gives
him the additional insight to resolve his
clients’ disputes before they turn into costly
litigation. He is a graduate of Dickinson
College and Wake Forest University School
of Law.

JEFFREY H. NEWMAN is a senior

partner, member of the executive and
management committees, and Chair of the
Real Estate Department of Sills Cummis &
Gross P.C., ALFA International’s Newark,
New Jersey-based law firm with offices
at Rockefeller Center, New York City and
Princeton, New Jersey. Mr. Newman
has written numerous articles which can
be obtained either from him directly at
jnewman@sillscummis.com or from the
firm’s website, www.sillscummis.com.
Mr. Newman speaks on a national basis
on negotiating, leadership and marketing
and has authored Hear With Your Heart:
Mastering the Art and Skill of Listening.
To learn more about Mr. Newman’s book
or other publications or to have
Mr. Newman speak at your next event,
visit www.jeffreyhughnewman.com.

VICTOR J. PIOLI is a shareholder in

the Chicago, Illinois law firm of Johnson
& Bell, Ltd. Mr. Pioli concentrates his

practice in commercial litigation. He also
represents professionals, such as lawyers
and accountants, in liability disputes. Mr.
Pioli has successfully tried cases in federal
and state courts as well as administrative
tribunals. Mr. Pioli has authored numerous
articles on a variety of commercial law and
professional liability topics. Mr. Pioli was
recently appointed to serve on the Illinois
State Bar Association Torts and Bench &
Bar Section Councils. Mr. Pioli received
his B.A. magna cum laude from New
York University and his J.D. with honors
from George Washington University in
Washington, D.C.

M. NEAL RAINS is a Partner in Frantz

Ward LLP in Cleveland, Ohio. Since
graduating from Northwestern University
School of Law, Neal has tried cases ranging
from antitrust to zoning in state and federal
courts in Ohio and other states. His practice
concentrates on business litigation, antitrust
and products liability cases. In addition, he
advises clients on a wide range of activities,
helping to solve problems involving
contracts, the management of litigation,
product distribution and antitrust issues. In
addition to his trial and appellate practice,
Neal’s talents are frequently in demand
as a mediator or arbitrator. He serves as
a member of the Panel of Distinguished
Neutrals for the CPR International Institute
for Conflict Prevention and Resolution, and
is a member of the American Arbitration
Association’s Panel of Arbitrators. He has
spoken on professional topics, including trial
practice, alternative dispute resolution and
antitrust issues. Neal is recognized by The
Best Lawyers in America for Antitrust, Bet
the Company, and Commercial Litigation.

GEORGE ROYSTER is a Board

Certified Civil Trial Advocate who
concentrates his practice in the area
of business litigation particularly in the
areas of breaches of contract, unfair
trade practices, equitable actions and
defenses, shareholder derivative actions,
fraud and misrepresentations, liability of
professionals, financial issues, directors
and officers liability, breaches of fiduciary
duty, and general tort litigation. Mr. Royster
is a charter member of the Connecticut
chapter of the American Board of Trial
Advocates (since 1982) and is a member
of their National Board of Directors. He is a
certified commercial arbitrator, a certified
FINRA arbitrator, and a special master in

the U.S. District Court. In addition, he is a
Fellow of the Academy of Court Appointed
Masters, and is on the Board of Editors of
the Connecticut Law Tribune. Mr. Royster
graduated from Lafayette College, and from
Washington University School of Law. He is
a Commercial Litigation Partner at Halloran
& Sage in Hartford.

ROBERT SABIDO is a partner at

Cosgrave Vergeer Kester LLP in Portland,
Oregon. His practice focuses on consumer
financial services litigation, including
defending claims for wrongful foreclosure
and violations of the Fair Credit Reporting
Act, Fair Debt Collection Practices Act,
Telephone Consumer Protection Act,
Oregon Mortgage Lender Law, and
Oregon Unlawful Trade Practices Act;
insurance coverage; civil appeals; and
complex civil litigation in Oregon and
Washington federal and state courts. In
addition to his litigation practice, Robert
advises financial services clients and trade
associations and represents their interests
in regulatory, administrative and legislative
matters. Robert is a member of the Oregon
Mortgage Lenders Association, where he
serves on the Legislative Committee; the
Mortgage Bankers Association, where he
serves on the Litigation Task Force; the
Oregon Collectors Association, where he
serves on the Legislative Committee; and
the Association of Credit and Collection
Professionals (ACA International), Members’
Attorney Program. Robert also is the CoTreasurer of the Federal Bar Association,
Oregon Chapter; and the chair of the
Oregon Association of Defense Counsel,
Coverage Practice Group. Robert
graduated cum laude from the University of
Southern California, with a Bachelor of Arts
in Social Sciences and Communication,
emphasizing in Economics, and a minor
in Law and Society. He earned his law
degree from Pepperdine University School
of Law, where he received the American
Jurisprudence Award in Alternative Dispute
Resolution and was an editor of the
Pepperdine Law Review.

WILLIAM F. SAVINO is a Senior Partner

at Damon & Morey LLP and Chairman of
the firm’s twelve-lawyer Business Litigation
and Insolvency Department. He speaks
frequently to national, state and regional
audiences on a wide range of legal topics.
Savino has authored numerous articles
for professional journals and textbooks

and served from 2004 to 2008 as the coauthor of the Commercial Law Section
of the Syracuse Law Review. In 2011, he
was named to the Top 50 list of “Super
Lawyers” in Upstate New York since 2009
and the Top 10 list in 2011. He received
his B.A. degree, with high honors, from
the University of Rochester in 1971 and
his J.D. degree, cum laude, from the State
University of New York at Buffalo in 1975.
Mr. Savino is past president of the University
at Buffalo Law Alumni Association and
takes an active role in a variety of charitable
and civic organizations.

MARK S. SCUDDER is a partner

in the Dallas, Texas ALFA law firm of
Strasburger & Price, LLP. Mr. Scudder is
a litigator and former CPA who counsels
and represents business clients in a
wide variety of business and commercial
disputes in state and federal courts, as well
as international litigation and arbitration
forums. Mr. Scudder is also tri-chair of
Strasburger & Price’s transportation and
logistics practice group and has extensive
experience in handling business disputes
related to the transportation and logistics
industry, including non-compete and

trade secret litigation. He is also on the
Steering Committee for ALFA’s Commercial
Litigation and Transportation Practice
Groups. He is a graduate of the University
of Texas and Southern Methodist University
School of Law.

STANLEY E. SIEGEL is a shareholder

at Nilan Johnson Lewis where he focuses
principally on Business Litigation. He has
extensive litigation experience having
represented businesses, individuals,
governmental entities, and insurers in a
wide variety of business and commercial
disputes and large casualty losses,
arbitrations, and trials in state and federal
courts in more than twenty-five states, and
abroad. Mr. Siegel also represents clients in
a variety of patent, copyright and trademark
infringement, as well as non-compete
and trade secret litigation. Mr. Siegel has
been frequently named a top lawyer in
the areas of business and intellectual
property litigation, and is a regular author
and lecturer on matters relating to civil
litigation, and has participated in a number
of continuing legal education programs with
an emphasis on complex litigation issues.
He has been repeatedly selected by his

peers and recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
every year since 1997, and including as a
Top Vote Getter on numerous occasions.
Mr. Siegel received his law degree with
highest honors from the University Of South
Dakota School Of Law and was a federal
law clerk for the Honorable Donald P. Lay,
Chief Judge of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.

KAREN TIDWALL is a shareholder at

Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C., where she
is a member of the Litigation Department
and the firm’s Recruiting and Diversity
Committees. Ms. Tidwall has over fifteen
years of experience litigating a variety
of complex commercial and business
disputes, including contract, business tort,
and fiduciary matters. Ms. Tidwall has also
represented clients in contested trust and
will matters, product liability claims against
manufacturers and distributors, real estaterelated disputes, and creditors’ rights
litigation. Ms. Tidwall is a member of ALFA’s
Business Litigation Steering Committee
and Women’s Initiative Practice Group
Steering Committee. She received her
J.D., cum laude, from Creighton University
School of Law.

MEETING LOCATION:

CLE CREDIT:

Four Seasons Hotel Chicago
120 East Delaware Place
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Tel: (312) 280-8800
Fax: (312) 280-1748
www.fourseasons.com/chicagofs

ALFA International certifies that this
program has been approved for
5.5 hours of General CLE credit in
the States of Illinois and California.

HOTEL INFORMATION:
The ALFA International Room Block Rate is $300.00 per night,
single or double occupancy. The deadline for obtaining a room
reservation at the ALFA International rate is August 22, 2012.
After that date, or once the hotel block is filled, reservations will
be made based on hotel availability and at a rate determined
by the hotel. It is possible that all rooms in the ALFA block will
be reserved before the deadline so please REGISTER EARLY.
Hotel reservation requests are submitted by completing the
online seminar registration process. Please contact your ALFA
International attorney to register.
ATTIRE:
The attire for the educational sessions throughout the
conference is business casual.

CONTACT ALFA INTERNATIONAL:
ALFA International
980 N. Michigan Ave.
Suite 1180
Chicago, IL 60611
Tel: 312.642.ALFA (2532)
Fax: 312.642.5346
PROGRAM CONTACTS:
Nicholas Dirienzo
ndirienzo@alfainternational.com
Jessica Zaroski
jzaroski@alfainternational.com

